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Aims and scope 

The interdisciplinary field of Discrete Event Systems (DES) 
combines different formalisms, methodologies and tools 
from control, computer science and operations research. 
The research activity in this field is driven by the needs of 
many different application domains: manufacturing, process 
control, supervisory systems, embedded and networked 
systems, software engineering, transportation, and so on. 

The Workshop on Discrete Event Systems will be organized 
for the 9th time in Göteborg, Sweden, following earlier 
successful meetings in Prague (1992), Antibes (1994), 
Edinburgh (1996), Cagliari (1998), Ghent (2000), Zaragoza 
(2002), Reims (2004) and Ann Arbor, Michigan (2006). It 
aims to bring together researchers from different fields 
(control theoreticians and control engineers, software 
engineers and computer scientists, operations research 
specialists) with an opportunity to exchange information and 
new ideas, and to discuss new developments in the field of 
DES theory and applications. 

Topics 

The workshop will cover all topics in discrete event theory 
and applications, including (but not limited to) the following: 

• Formalisms and modeling methodologies: Petri nets, 
state automata, statecharts, process algebras, 
max/plus-algebra... 

• Control of discrete-event systems with emphasis on 
supervisory control and on real time control 

• Performance evaluation, diagnosis, optimization, 
implementation and scheduling  

• Discrete approaches of hybrid, reactive and embedded 
systems  

• Applications including manufacturing systems, 
transportation systems, process control, distributed 
systems, software engineering, office automation, 
protocols...  

• Emerging applications in telecommunication systems 
and related fields: performance evaluation, on-line 
control...  

• Software tools enabling efficient handling of industrial-
sized systems. 

Special sessions 

The workshop will include a special session on benchmarking 
of software tools. A number of benchmark examples will be 
supplied (in neutral formats) by the secretariat, and the 
benchmarking includes performance evaluation of the 
software tools. Specific rules for the evaluation will be 
established. 

Authors are invited to submit papers and proposals for 
special sessions on all aspects of DES research. Special 
sessions should consist of 4 to 6 papers along with a 1-2 
page description of the aim and content of the session. 
Papers in special sessions will be reviewed individually. In 
case the special session is not accepted, individual papers 
will be considered for inclusion in the regular program. 

Sessions on new topics closely related to DES but extending 
the scope of Wodes are encouraged. Such sessions may 
consist of a topic introduction of twice the length of a normal 
presentation, followed by a number of paper presentations 
within the specific field. The topic introduction is meant to 
give an overview of the particular research field, and to 
make the afterwards presented papers more accessible to 
the researcher not directly involved in the field. 

Venue 

The workshop will be held on the main campus of Chalmers 
University in Gothenburg. The banquet including a 30 min 
boat tour will take place at Elfsborg Fortress, a small island 
just at the entrance of Gothenburg harbor.  

Deadline for submission of full paper 

January 18th, 2008 
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